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Introduction

This Design & Access Statement has been prepared on behalf of the client, Hove Park Tennis Alliance, to

support the application relating to Hove Park Tennis Courts.

The application seeks to add flood lighting to courts 1-5 increasing the amount of available court fime to

members and visitors.

This document should be read in conjunction with the following -

- 1040 - A.001

- 1040 - A.002

- 1040 - D.001

- 1040 - D.002

- 1040 - Design & Access Statement
- Lighting Design - 200181G
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Site:

The application site, Hove Park Tennis Alliance, consists of 7 tennis courts covering 3420sgm, the
application seeks approval for flood lights to illuminate courts 1-5 covering 2390sgm.

The tennis courts are located in the southern part of the park adjoining the 5 a side football pitches.
The football pitches already benefit from floodlighting, half of their posts are within the tennis courts
boundary.

Hove Park Tennis Courts looking north west.
5 aside pitches on the left.
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Hove Park Tennis Courts looking south east.
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Use:

The club has recently secured its 25 year lease from Brighton and Hove City council, and run as a
Community Amateur Sports Club (CASC). This means Hove Park Tennis Alliance (HPTA) will retain its
status as a volunteer run, self-funding, non-profit tennis club. Significantly, it will remain a public
access parks facility for visitors throughout the year, not a private members club.

The courts themselves were re-painted four years ago and there are plans in place to carry out a
resurfacing of courts 1-5 next year, we have also replaced over 50% of the chain link fencing with
more fo follow later this year. The club has four LTA-qualified coaches, who offer a range of tennis
activities throughout, from tiny tots all through the age range including a club catering for the
elderly. Tennis at Hove Park is fruly a sport for all ages and abilities.

The club also holds regular community events. We have teamed up with the charity Safety Net and
provide an infroduction to tennis coaching for kids who are suffering from a range of issues. We also
hold regular fundraising events and recently worked with both Dementia UK and local hospice The

Martlets.

HPTA has over 300 adult members and approximately 50 junior members (more than any other
parks league club in Brighton and Hove) Our average court usage this summer reached around
80% and had the biggest percentage increase in usage from any other site in the country
according to our governing body the LTA.

Clearly, daylight hours currently dictate the limits of use and it is therefore proposed to install court
lighting fo courts 1,2,3,4 &5 to permit play during the evenings of the shorter days. This would
significantly increase the amount of court time available for members, coaches and visitors. Recent
advances in LED technology mean that modern court lighting systems are more efficient and more
localised. These lights are very directional and the spillage levels are now remarkably low.

The lights will only be in operation when there is a confirmed booking for an individual court, so they
will be switched on and off automatically.

It is known that successful tennis clubs use year-round lighting almost without exception, especially
a parks site where just the effect of areas just being populated especially in the evening cuts down
hugely on anti-social behaviour. This initiative will allow the club to take tennis to an even wider
audience of people in the local area.
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Design:

The floodlight proposal, carried out by local company and sports lighting specialists DMC Electrical,
consists of 10no. 10m lighting columns and 20 LED fixtures. The position of the lighting columns can
be viewed on the aftached drawings.

The advanced LED floodlights are designed to provide optimal illumination at court level whilst
eliminating light spill to the surrounding areas. lllumination summaries and light spill diagrams can alll
be seen on the specialist design documents accompanying this application.

Floodlighting will only be illuminated when a court is booked, minimising energy consumption and
light disturbance. All lighting will be turned off by 10pm.
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Provision of enhanced service:

The court lights will give the club the potential of over 5 hours additional use per day in the middle
of winter. HPTA head coach Tom Honeywood says: ‘The proposal will significantly increase the
coaching hours | can offer o members and the general public, also allowing regular school
coaching sessions fo contfinue during the winter

HPTA's proposal is supported by our governing body the LTA, who write ' The additional facilities will
help this community venue provide a more relevant and accessible facility for the local area and
strengthen the ability of the club to provide tennis to the local community all year round

Alan Moon head of Friends of Hove Park Chairman also endorses the proposal and is a firm believer
that the courts being used later in the evening will have a natural policing effect and cut down the
recent problem of anti-social behaviour.

Ward Councilors Vanessa Brown and Samer Bagaeen are both supportive of our wish for floodlights
and can only see positives for extended playing hours that will benefit the local community

Access:

Access to the tennis courts is unaltered.

The location, southern side of Hove Park, is within walking distance to an array of services and
amenities. There are several bus routes connecting the location to the surrounding areas as well as
Hove Train Station for additional transport connections.

Emergency services have unhindered access from Old Shoreham Road and Park View Road.

Conclusion:
The proposal will allow HPTA to offer vastly improved availability to the clubs members and the

public. The clubs four LTA-qualified coaches will be able to extend their offering of actfivities,
reaching more members of the community.
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